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The Practice of Medicine in the Tropics. By Many Authorities.
Edited by W. Byam, O.B.E., Lecturer on Tropical Medicine at St.
George's Hospital Medical School, and R. G. Archibald, D.S.O., M.D.,
Director of the Wellcome Tropical Research Laboratories, Sudan Govern-
ment, Gordon College, Khartoum. Volumes I and II. Cloth. Price,
$75 per set of 3 volumes. Pp. 856, with illustrations. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1921.

In two stately volumes published under the auspices of
the British Fellowship of Medicine, the editors have pre-
pared a system of tropical medicine to which practically all
of the great English-speaking authorities of the world have
contributed. The first volume is divided into six sections
concerning hygiene and tropical sanitation, nursing, ento-
mology, laboratory methods, snakes and snake poisoning,
and toxicology. The second volume includes sections on dif-
ferential diagnosis, bacterial diseases, and spirochetal and
protozoal diseases. All of the articles are well worked up
and profusely illustrated; the numerous color plates of trop-
ical insects, snakes and plants being an exceedingly valuable
feature. There are sixty-six color plates and almost 600
halftones and outline drawings in the two volumes. The
American contributors include Bailey K. Ashford, who writes
on "Ankylostomiasis"; C. C. Bass, "Rat-Bite Fever"; George
E. Bushnell, "Tuberculosis in the Tropics"; H. R. Carter,
"Yellow Fever"; C. F. Craig, "Imperfectly Differentiated
Fevers"; Victor T. Heiser, "Plague"; H. S. Houghton,
"Schistosomiasis"; L. O. Howard, "Non-Bloodsucking Dip¬
tera"; G. W. McCoy, "Leprosy"; G. M. Niles, "Pellagra";
Hideyo Noguchi. "Infectious Jaundice"; E.  . Vedder, "Defi¬
ciency Diseases," and S.  . Wolbach, "Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever." The two volumes contain as frontispieces
portraits of Sir Patrick Manson and Professor Laverait. The
books have excellent indexes 'both to the authorities cited
and to the general subjects discussed. The preparation of
these volumes has been an exhaustive and difficult task :

they represent a great achievement in the literature of
tropical medicine.

Reports of St. Andrews Institute of Clinical Research, St.
Andrews, Fife. Volume I. Cloth. Price, $3. Pp. 208. New York:
Oxford University Press, 1922.

In the town of St. Andrews, Fife, there has been organized
under the leadership of Sir James Mackenzie a group of
physicians whose primary object is research. The coopera-
tion of the general practitioners of this town of 10,000 people
has been secured, and the hope is that by united, concen-
trated study of the commoner diseases, particularly in their
earlier stages, more may be learned as to their earlier stages,
their progress, the means of recognizing them, of foretelling
their course and, so far as possible, preventing them. These
workers are attempting to get some semblance of order out
of the chaos of poorly understood symptoms. They are seek-
ing for simplicity, for underlying principles that may help in
diagnosis and prognosis. The emphasis in their work is on

the clinical as contrasted with laboratory investigation. They
are aiming "to restore clinical medicine to the van of
research." The papers in this report are admittedly incom-
plete. Some are astonishingly amateurish in content and
manner of presentation. The commonplaces that Mackenzie
and his followers have so often and so wearisomely reiterated
are here once more repeated, and we are again informed that
all the médical world save these chosen few have been, and
are, entirely wrong in their views and in their practice. But
in spite of these blemishes, partly pardonable in a first report,
there flash out here and there sudden truths that make us

reflect and see that these men are striving toward high ideals,
that there is much of truth in what they think and say. And
so we can heartily say an encouraging word and hope that
later reports may show progress and encouraging approach
to results. It is to be hoped, too, that leaders of this group
will realize that not every general practitioner is competent
to observe and to draw conclusions. Directors of laboratories
know what a very small percentage of recent medical grad¬
uates are qualified to act, even under guidance, as research
workers. The number of those fitted by nature and training
to be reliable clinical investigators will be found to be very
small indeed. Unless this is recognized, the results of the
St. Andrews Institute will be disappointing. Among the
papers may be mentioned three by Mackenzie : "An Address
on Clinical Research," "The Theory of Disturbed Reflexes in
the Production of Symptoms of Disease," and "Prognosis."
Rowand discusses the "Present State of Medical Knowledge
Regarding the Diseases Common Among the People" and
also the "Scheme for the Investigation of Disease in Child¬
hood." Paton has a paper on "Care-Taking Methods" and
also one on a "Clinical Study of Influenza." Professor
Herring writes on the "Sensations as Reflex Manifestations
of Disease" ; Ramsay on the Response of the Eye to Effort" ;
Waterston on "Observations upon Cutaneous Sensation" ;
James Orr on the "Response to Effort," in our judgment the
clearest and most satisfying article in the volume.

Le R\l=e'\flexePilomoteur. \l=e'\tudeAnatomo-Clinique sur le Syst\l=e`\me
Sympathique. Par le Dr. Andr\l=e'\-Thomas,M\l=e'\decinde 1' H\l=o^\pitalSaint-
Joseph. Paper. Price, 25 francs, net. Pp. 242, with 86 illustrations.
Paris: Masson et Cie, 1921.

This is a comprehensive study of the pilomotor reflexes in
soldiers suffering from nerve lesions, chiefly of the spinal
cord. In twenty-nine cases the author was able to check his
clinical observations against findings at necropsy. On the
basis of this information he has been able to construct a
scheme of the arrangement of the pilomotor neurons\p=m-\afield
of work entirely new and of considerable clinical importance.
The first chapter takes up the anatomy of the sympathetic
nervous system and the physiology of the pilomotor reactions.
The remaining chapters are devoted to the author's own
observations, and contain numerous diagrams and tables
showing the distribution of the pilomotor neurons. In trans-
verse sections of the spinal cord there is blocking of impulses
within the cord from segments above to segments below the
lesion, and vice versa. If the skin is stimulated above the
line of anesthesia, there is erection of the hairs in the derma-
tomes receiving pilomotor impulses from segments of the
cord above the lesion. Some time after the injury, from
several days to a few weeks, the segments of the cord below
the lesion take on automatic activity. The pilomotor reflexes
which can be elicited by stimulating the skin below the line
of anesthesia are now of value in fixing the extent and lower
limit of the lesion, the upper limit being determined by the
line of anesthesia and the muscles which are paralyzed. The
lower limit of the lesion can be determined, since it is known
what dermatomes are supplied with pilomotor fibers by the

.various segments of the spinal cord.

Morfolog\l=i'\ay Biologia de los Protozoos. Por el Dr. E. Fern\l=a'\n-
dez Galiano, Catedr\l=a'\ticode Histolog\l=i'\ay de Zoograf\l=i'\ade Animales
Inferiores en la Facultad de Ciencias de la Universidad de Barcelona.
Paper. Price, 12 pesetas. Pp. 266, with 152 illustrations. Madrid:
Calpe, 1921.

This is a compendium of available information on protozoa
for the use of physicians and the public in general. While
not quite up, either in scope or in handling, to the standard
set by Minchen's classic, it presents in condensed and read-
able form a mass of information on a group of organisms, the
full significance of which just begins to be appreciated. The
book begins with a review of general characteristics and
classification of protozoa; takes up the morphology of the
most important species, motions, nutrition, reproduction and
evolution, and in the last two chapters makes a general survey
of the two points probably of most interest to the class the
book is intended for: development of protozoa and their r\l=o^\le
as parasites. The many illustrations in the first part of the
book are really interesting and valuable.
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